clactyls

George Gorclon, Lorcl Byron, usecl
dactylic tetrameter in his poem “The Bride
of Abydos.” Here is a sample:

Know ye the land where the cypress and myrtle
Are emblems of deeds that are done in their clime—
Where the rage of the Vu]ture, the love of the turtle

Now melt into sof’cness, now madden to crime?

Byron was being very clever here. Notice that

the first line ends with what appears to be a trochee;

Byron has moved an unstressed syuable (Are) down to line two.
The lines read like perfect clactyls, but he playecl with the

placement of the syﬂal;les.

1 2 3
Know ye the / land where the / Cy press and
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