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Actual Research Paper Comments.  Then look carefully at the actual research paper comments.  
These are exactly as advertised: real, classroom-tested research paper comments saved and 
refined for years.  As I graded stacks of papers each quarter (sometimes each six weeks), I typed 
out a response with explanations of errors to each student (see page 104; more on this later), 
and rather than retyping, say, the run-on sentence explanation, anew each time, I would save the 
explanation on my computer.  The next time I found a run-on sentence, I had that explanation 
ready and could easily paste it into my new comment.  Over a period of years, my collection 
of comments grew, and I continually refined and improved them.  Eventually I had several 
hundred comments saved and refined, and I realized that the collection of comments was a real-
life database of the most common and serious errors that students make.  This database of error 
explanations, with instructions, is provided for you on CD in the Teacher Manual, so that you 
can easily copy and paste explanations of errors in your comments to students.  

In this book we will focus on forty of these comments, ten per assignment.  Ten is enough; one of 
the mistakes we make in teaching writing is giving students too much too soon.  We can afford 
to pace the program.  Some of the comments in the lesson will be new ideas, and others will 
reinforce details we have already mentioned.  These ten comments should be studied intensely, 
one at a time.  Read each one aloud together, and discuss it.  Make sure that students understand 
what is required and why it is important.  Make sure they realize that these are standard details 
that will affect their grade on this and many future papers.  Call their attention to the proofreader 
marks that often accompany the comments.  Divide the class into five groups; have each group 
master two comments and explain them to the class.

The entire database 
of comments is 
provided on the 
CD in the Teacher 
Manual.  You can 
have that file open 
as you grade, 
and paste in 
explanations from it 
just as I did.




