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The Noble Ch
aracter of A

lexander

 The literatu
re about Ale

xander the G
reat is exte

nsive.  

Writers anci
ent and mode

rn have prob
ed the avail

able facts 

of his life 
in search of

 the factors
 that enable

d Alexander 

to accomplis
h seemingly 

impossible f
eats of mili

tary genius.
  

One potentia
l cause of h

is extraordi
nary success

 might be th
e 

nobility and
 magnanimity

 of his char
acter.   Sto

ries abound 

about Alexan
der’s respec

t for local 
cultures and

 for the 

bravery of h
is enemies. 

 He often ab
sorbed defea

ted leaders 

into his own
 army, appoi

nting them t
o high and r

esponsible 

rank.  When,
 after defea

ting Darius,
 he gave cha

se and finall
y 

found the de
ad king alon

e and unatte
nded, Alexan

der covered 

Darius with 
his own cloa

k:

He gazed for
 a moment at

 the poor co
rpse that 

alone was th
e spoil of t

he long race
, then took 

off 

his cloak an
d wrapped it

 around the 
body of his 

predecessor 
. . .  (Cumm

ings 258)  

Alexander’s 
respect for 

Darius 
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