The Assignment Components

The four assignment papers provide a graduated continuum of instruction, with each assignment
adding details. The assignments contain sample pages to examine, vocabulary and grammar
pages, and special focus areas. These may be followed by additional content such as outline

examples. The assignment concludes with the actual specifications of the paper to be written.

The best approach is to spend one period introducing each assignment. Examine the initial
sample page. Go over the vocabulary and grammar components, just to put students in an

academic writer’s frame of mind.

The Vocabulary Page

The vocabulary page always displays ten all-purpose
academic words taken from The Word Within the Word,
Volume One. The point of the page is to reinforce those
words and to accustom students to the difference between
formal words appropriate for academic writing and casual,

informal, slang words that do not belong. Read the text

aloud and then discuss the questions at the bottom of the

page.

The Grammar Page

The grammar page is a thumbnail grammar review, taken
from 4Practice, Volume One. The purpose is to remind
students of the elements of the four levels of grammar,
but also to display how grammar, vocabulary, poetics,
punctuation, and writing techniques work together and
interlock in each sentence. You might like to review
the sentence in the assignment first, and then give them

another from 4Practice, Volume One, to solve.





